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Aside from the adequacy of the physical infrastructure, many other
issues affect landside access. Logistics decisions made by shipping
lines and railroads determine whether ports will receive double-stack
service. Land use regulation helps determine land cost and availabil-
ity to the port and influences the surrounding land uses and their
effects on traffic congestion. Regulations defining eligibility for fed-
eral and state highway funds, wetlands preservation, air quality, and
hazardous materials transportation affect the ability of ports to im-
prove their productivity. The ability of ports to influence many of
these issues is reduced in some respects by the ports' institutional
status. These problems, and opportunities for reducing them, are
addressed in the subsequent chapters.

NOTES

1.  "Unitized" refers to the aggregation of cargo into a uniform unit, and "modu-
lar" refers to different units that are exact multiples and precisely substituta-
ble, for example, a 40-ft container substituting for two 20-ft containers
(VanDenBurg 1969, 23; Muller 1989, 119).

2.  The need for and controversy surrounding dredging are treated thoroughly in
a 1985 Marine Board report, Dredging Coastal Ports: An Assessment of the
Issues, available from the National Academy Press, Washington, D.C.
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